THEOLOGY ONE

PROLOGOMENA 

Study Guide 

Answer from the perspective of the class lecture.  Note that material in brackets gives you a general idea of what the answer would be.

What are current trends in the church’s attitude toward doctrine?  Is it increasingly defining itself in terms of its doctrine?  

Be able to identify, scientific materialism, pantheism, panentheism,  

Be able to identify:  subjectivism, relativism, fideism, pluralism. 

What is historical theology?  Theology proper?  Biblical theology?

What challenges have been made to the legitimacy of systematic theology?  What could be said in answer?

What are basic characteristics of systematic theology?  [cf., Erickson’s categories: Based on the Bible, etc.]

What are some modern criticism of systematic theology?  What basic answers were outlined in class?  

What is the difference between subjectivism and relativism? [according to subjectivism there are no objective standards; relativism holds that something is true or right according to a specific framework or frame of reference, such as culture.  So for example, polygamy is wrong in monogamous countries like the US, but right in some Muslim countries.]

What are the principles of identity, excluded middle, and non-contradiction?  

What is the correspondence theory of truth? [A proposition is true because it corresponds to some state of affairs, or in other words, something that is the case in reality]

What is foundationalism? [The view that some of our beliefs do not need to be supported by other beliefs--we simply believe them without support from other beliefs.  Examples might be that we have a pain in our foot, that we exist, or that the lights are on]

Briefly summarize:  Liberation Theology, Black Theology, Feminist Theology, Gay Theology.  What drives them? [They are essentially social movements that have developed theologies.]

What are some examples of the use of logic in Scripture?  

What is Dispensational Premilleniallism?  How does it differ from Historic Premillennialism? [a major difference is that the Dispensational Premill. view sees a future for Israel in the plan of God.

What is the Neo-Orthodox view of revelation? [Revelation, including the Bible, is not a matter of true propositions, or statements, about the world.  It is essentially an encounter with God.  The Bible is a witness to people’s encounters with God.]

How would you characterize the difference between modernism and postmodernism?  [Granted, these are broad and notoriously difficult terms to define, but we can identify broad characteristics of each, at least according to popular conceptions of them.   Modernism, for example, would generally hold that we can have “Truth” in some universal sense that transcends our particular situation--our personal history, our culture, our language.  Postmodernism doubts that.  Modernism holds that truth rests on a foundation of things we can know without appealing to other ideas (i.e., foundationalism).  Postmodernism rejects foundationalism.  Modernism holds that truth is what corresponds to reality.  Postmodernism doubts that we can have such knowledge.  It settles for what does not contradict itself (coherentism), or what works in life (pragmatism).  

Which theologian held that the future is crucial in defining the church, that it is better understood by what it will become than by its history up to this point? [Moltmann]

What theologian held that (contrary to some theologians, like Bultmann) God reveals Himself in history? [Pannenberg]

Know which theological movement each is associated with: James Cone, Machen and Warfield, Louis Berkhof [Amillennial], Hans Kung and Karl Rahner [Catholicism], Karl Barth [Neo-Orthodox]

What is Amilleniallism? [There will be no literal millennium]

What is Premilleniallism? [There will be a literal millennium and Christ will return prior to it to set it up.]

**end of study guide **
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