STUDY QUESTIONS FOR THE DOCTRINE OF GOD
· Terms: polytheism, pantheism, deism, materialism.

· Theories about religious belief (including that world views are incommensurate.

· Analogical prediction, univocal predication.

· Fideism.

· Ontological argument; what it is, criticisms.

· Cosmological argument: argument from necessity, Kalaam argument.

· Teleogical argument: what it is, effect of Darwin, Anthropic argument.

· Abduction, Bayes’s theorem (what does it show) utility arguments (what are they, how does Pascal’s argument work?).

· Divine Action: Thomistic view (primary and secondary causes), God as controller of uncertain outcomes.

· What the problem of contingency is, how has the issue changed with the shift from Newton’s world to Quantum mechanics.

· What is the difference between God’s permissive will and prescriptive will?

· What biblical passages help us decide the contingency issue?

· God as timeless vs. God as eternal; what each view means, support and criticism.

· Impassibility: what are the different views (external possibility, etc.); what are the conclusions?

· Names for God: know the basic idea behind each name (e.g., el connotes God’s power, greatness, and awesomeness).

· Attributes of God: nominalism vs. realism; schemes for dividing the attributes (know the absolute and relative approach, and the communicable and incommunicable approach—know the reasoning behind the division.

· Omniscience: what is the Openness of God view? What are the problems with it?

· Omnipresence: what is the difference between general presence of God, the special presence, the unique presence of God in Christ, and the indwelling?

