THEOLOGY ONE 

Study Guide for Lecture Material on Christ

(What is lower criticism?  Higher criticism?  

(What assumptions changed regarding the study of the Bible?

(What was Spinoza’s attitude toward Scripture? [people are superstitious and subject to passions; they pass off their ideas as divinely inspired; we should be interested in what Scripture means to various people, not a supposed true and objective meaning; our purpose in studying Scripture should be largely shaped by our social goals; we should look to reason, not religion to save the human race.]

(What does the search for the historical Jesus assume?

(How did Schweitzer end the search for the historical Jesus?

(What did Bultmann assert about the quest? [We cannot find the historical Jesus but it doesn’t matter because faith does not rest on facts.]

(What do we learn about Christ from Suetonius?  Tacitus? The Talmud? 

(What do most scholars believe about the passage on Jesus in Josephus? [That Josephus wrote about Jesus but that some Christian person(s) embellished it]  

(Can it tell us anything about Christ?

(What evidence is there that the tomb in which Christ was buried was empty? 

(Why is it clear that the resurrection was not made up to suit Greek or Jewish audiences?

(What are the reasons for rejecting the theory that the disciples stole the body?

(What are the reasons for rejecting the theory that the resurrection is a legend? [Note especially how long it takes for legends to develop versus when the gospels were written.]
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