KNOWING GOD
J. I. Packer

CHAPTER 1: “The Study of God”
1. According to Spurgeon, what are the advantages of studying God?

2. How does Packer divide the study of God? (p. 20)

3. What should we ask ourselves regarding the study of God? (21)

4. How do we turn knowledge about God into knowledge of God?  

5. What is meditation?

CHAPTER 2: “The People Who Know Their God”
6. What does Packer mean, we can know a lot about God and about godliness without really knowing God?

7. Describe the characteristics of those who know God.  (ff.)

CHAPTER 3: “Knowing and Being Known”
8. How is knowing God central to life?  (33-34)

9. Why is knowing God more difficult than knowing other things?

10. How does knowing Jesus relate to knowing God?

11. Explain the three personal aspects of knowing God. (39-41)

12. What matters more than that I know God? 

CHAPTER 4: “The Only True God”
13. Explain Packer's view on idolatry.  Explain how you agree or disagree.

CHAPTER 5: “God Incarnate”
14. Summarize the meaning and significance of the kenosis.

CHAPTER 6: “He Shall Testify”
15. What are the relationships of submission within the Godhead?

16. Summarize the Spirit's work.  (69-71)

17. How ought we to honor the Spirit?  (72)

CHAPTER 7: “God Unchanging”
18. Explain the aspects in which God does not change.

CHAPTER 8: “The Majesty of God”
19. What a modern source of weakness in faith and worship? (83)

20. How might we better form an adequate idea of God's greatness? 

21. What does Isaiah 40 show us about realizing the greatness of God?

22. What should our response be? (88-89)

CHAPTER 9: “God Only Wise”
23. What is wisdom?  How does God show it in His dealings with people?

24. How can confidence in God's wisdom help us through difficult times?

CHAPTER 10: “God's Wisdom and Ours”
25. What is one way of dividing up God's attributes?

26. What is commonly regarded as an important part of wisdom but which Packer believes is not?  (102-3)

27. What advice does Ecclesiastes give us about the world and how to live wisely in it?

CHAPTER 11: “Thy Word Is Truth”
28. Explain Packer's purpose for the chapter.

29. What is the role of the Word in God's affairs? (112)

30. How is our inner self like our physical body?

31. How does Packer define a true Christian?

CHAPTER 12: “The Love of God”
32. Which ministry of the Spirit do we prize?  Which should we prize more? (118)

33. Explain how the verse, "God is love," is misunderstood.  What other scriptural truths should we keep in mind?

34. Explain a more balanced view of God's love.  (123-26)

CHAPTER 13: “The Grace of God”
35. Explain Packer's fourfold truths of grace.  (129-32)

36. Define grace (132) and state its relation to salvation (132), pardon of sin (133), the motive for salvation (135), and preservation of the saints (136).

CHAPTER 14: “God the Judge”
37. Give some examples of God as judge.  How is that theme reflected in the New Testament?

38. Describe the characteristics of a judge. (141f.)

39. What is Christ's role in judgement? (144)

40. How does God's justice affect Christians?  (146)  What reward or loss is indicated in 1 Corinthians 3:12-15?

CHAPTER 15: “The Wrath of God”
41. What is the difference between God's wrath and man's?

42. What is the essence of God's wrath? (153)

43. Summarize the theme of wrath in Romans.  (154f.)

CHAPTER 16: “Goodness and Severity”
44. What problem does a "Santa Claus" God have?  

45. Summarize the goodness and severity of God.  

46. What should our response be?

CHAPTER 17: “The Jealous God”

47. How does God's jealousy relate to jealousy in humans?  What is God's jealousy like?

48. What should our response be to God's jealousy? (172f.)

CHAPTER 18: “The Heart of the Gospel”

49. Explain propitiation.  How does it differ from expiation?  Why did Dodd argue that expiation is better?  In which translations were his views adopted?  What is Packer's conclusion relative to Romans 3:25?

50. Where did propitiation originate?  What does it have to do with the Son?  How does the wrong view lower our concept of God? (185)

51. What do the unredeemed give up as part of judgement?

CHAPTER 19: “Sons of God”

52. How do the Old and New Testaments differ in emphasis with regard to a relationship with God?

53. What is the highest blessing of the gospel?

54. How is adoption the foundation for Christian conduct?

55. How would Packer sum up the entire New Testament?

56. What dual witness can the believer have?

CHAPTER 20: “Thou Our Guide”

57. Describe an incorrect and a correct view of God's guidance?

58. Briefly describe six pitfalls of guidance.

CHAPTER 21: “These Inward Trials”
59. What are two cruel features of a mislead Christian perspective?  What is the proper perspective on trials?

CHAPTER 22: “The Adequacy of God”
60. Summarize Packer's insights from Romans 7 and 8.  What does it mean that God withholds no good thing from us?
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