THE INSPIRATION AND AUTHORITY OF SCRIPTURE

Rene Pache

CHAPTER 1: "Revelation From God"

1. Why does humanity need revelation from above?  (pp. 11-12)

2. Summarize the kinds of universal revelations (14-18).  What is the contradiction at the heart of unregenerate man? (15, bottom.

3. Summarize the methods and stages of revelation (20-24).

CHAPTER 2: "The Divine Word"

4. What are the advantages of speech? (28-29) 

5. Summarize the divine uses of the Word (29-30).

CHAPTER 3: "The Written Word"

6. What are the advantages of a written Word? (32-34)

CHAPTER 4: "The Incarnate Word and the Inspired Word"

7. What are the similarities and differences between the written Word and the Incarnate Word? (35f.)

CHAPTER 5: "Definitions and Generalities"

8. What is the difference between revelation and inspiration? 

9. Summarize the teaching of 2 Timothy 3:16.

10. Summarize Peter's teaching on Scripture (49-50).

11. Explain each element of God speaking through the prophets  (50-56).  In what sense did the content of the message often surpass the comprehension of the writer of Scripture? (53-55).  Did the prophet always know that God was working through him? (55).  Did the prophets believe the spoke the Word? (56)

CHAPTER 6: "Theories of Inspiration"

12. Identify the four views of inspiration.  Summarize Pache's evaluation of each.  What was Bultmann's view and what is wrong with it? (see esp. p. 64).  Did the Reformers teach the dictation view? (67-68).

CHAPTER 7: "Plenary and Verbal Inspiration of Scriptures"

13. What is "plenary" inspiration? (one sentence answer)

14. Why must inspiration extend to words? (73, bottom, to 74, top; note Sauer's quotation, 74-75; and points made on 75-77)  Note that this issue is important because, under the influence of Neo-Orthodoxy and some views of language, many people today do not think revelation can be in specific words.

CHAPTER 8: "The Bible--The Word of God"

15. How do we know that the Bible, and not just Jesus, is the Word of God, and that the Bible does not merely contain the Word of God?  (Note that the unnamed theologian on p. 80 is Barth and the view he founded is Neo-Orthodoxy.)  (Summarize 81-86)

CHAPTER 9: "Inspiration of the New Testament"

16. Write one key verse each for Jesus' inspiration, the promise of inspiration to the writers of the NT, the inspiration of Paul.

17. What indicates that Paul's letters were regarded as Scripture during his lifetime? (93-94)

CHAPTER 10: "Quotations from the Old Testament in the New"

18. How many OT quotations and allusions appear in the NT?  What are the numbers and percentages?  How many books of the Bible are quoted or alluded to?  How many books of the Apocrypha?

19. Describe the practice of paraphrasing the OT.

20. Did the NT writers use the Septuagint?  When did they amend it?  (100)

CHAPTER 11: "Progression in Revelation"

21. In what way is revelation progressive?  (104f.)

CHAPTER 12: "The Unity of the Bible"

22. What are the unusual facts regarding the unity of the Bible? 
(111)

23. Summarize the parallels of the opening and closing books of the Bible.

24. How does the Jewish priesthood prefigure the detail of the new covenant?

CHAPTER 13: "Inerrancy and Inspiration"

25. How does the Bible indicate its own inerrancy?

26. Describe the extent of biblical inerrancy.  (123-127)

27. How would you answer objections to inerrancy? (127-134)

28. If we no longer have the original manuscripts, what difference does it make that they had no errors? 

CHAPTER 14: "Difficulties of the Bible"

29. Of imaginary difficulties, how do you resolve the issues of the firmament, "doublets," and the "whale" in Jonah?

30. Of the difficulties resolved through better information, what are the issues of geocentrism, the Hittites, and Nineveh?

31. Of the possible harmonizations, how might we deal with the two creations, and the blind men of Jericho?

32. What is significant about what the Bible does not include? (154-55)

CHAPTER 15: "The Canon"

33. What is a prominent liberal explanation for the source of the writings attributed Moses?  How does Pache answer the view?

34. What are the arguments against the inspiration of the Apocrypha?

35. Summarize the steps to canonization of the NT.  What were the doubts about some of the books? 

CHAPTER 16: "Transmission of the Text--The Variants"

36. How do the carefulness of the Masorites, the Samaritan Pentateuch, the Malabar manuscript, and the work of scholars like Kennicott, and the transcription of names, all show the reliability of the OT manuscripts?

37. Briefly describe the number and quality of NT manuscripts.  Why is it significant?  

CHAPTER 17: "Illumination"

38. What is illumination and the inner witness of the Holy Spirit?  (Note the two points, p. 200, bottom).  Why are they important?

39. How are inspiration and illumination confused?  What is "illuminism"?

40. According to Pache, what are the requirements for receiving illumination?

CHAPTER 18 "Jesus Christ and Holy Scripture"

41. What was Christ's attitude toward Scripture?

CHAPTER 19: "The Apostles and Holy Scripture"

42. Summarize the views of Paul, the writer of Hebrews, James, and Peter.

CHAPTER TWENTY, "The Testimony of the Church..."

43. Summarize the views of each:  the Church Fathers, Reformers, great confessions of Protestant groups.

CHAPTER 21: "Limits of Biblical Criticism..."

44. What is higher criticism?  Is it necessarily bad?  

45. What is JEDP?  (251)

46. What is the problem with saying that the Bible contains the Word of God?

CHAPTER 22: "The Supernatural Characteristics..."

47. Summarize fulfilled prophecies (283-84) and predictions of the end times.  

48. Summarize the spiritual power of Scripture.

49. What are the problems with the Koran, and Hindu cosmology? (298-99)

CHAPTER 23: "The Preeminence of Scripture"

50. Martyn Loyd-Jones said that the preaching and exposition of the Bible establishes its authority.  Do you agree?  (306)

51. What are the fruits of accepting the authority of Scripture?
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